" THE HOSPITAL " NURSING MIRROR.
The Hospital Dec. 15, 1900. be separated, perhaps for the first time, from home and loved ones. No Chinese lanterns will be lighted. There will be plenty of plants and flowers on the ward tables, and every effort will be made on that day to make each ward as home-like as possible. Any patients seriously ill will be allowed to have one or two of their nearest relations with them all day. On Christmas Day and Boxing Day smoking will be allowed in the men's wards when the condition of the patients admits 'of it. Pianos will be placed in certain of the wards on Christmas Eve, and will remain until January 2nd, and when the patients are well enough really to enjoy " a toon," as they call it, the nurses, students, and friends from outside will be only too pleased to play and sing and do all in their power to give them pleasure. The Christmas-tree entertainment will be held in the Board Room, as usual, on The corner-stone of the building which is to accommodate the nurses of the Bolton Union Hospital at Fishpool has just been laid. The site of the new home is contiguous to the two blocks of infirmaries which were opened some time ago, and we observe with satisfaction the emphasis laid by speakers at the ceremony on the need of considering, not only the health and welfare of the patients, but those of the nurses also. For example, Canon Hoskyns, who has been Rector of Stepney, and knows the accommodation provided at the London Hospital for the nurses, said that <l to have a well-conducted hospital it was absolutely essential that the nurses should be provided with properly equipped accommodation, and have surroundings which would enable them to lead cheerful lives, and partake of that corporate social enjoyment which they so much required." The home is to provide for a staff of 40 nurses, and, though plain in design, will not be lacking in anything requisite for the comfort or convenience of the inmates. BELFAST NURSES' HOME AND TRAINING SCHOOL.
In" accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Board of Ireland, which one speaker at the annual meeting of the Belfast Nurses' Elome and Training School said had been forced upon them, there has, during the present year, been an extension of the term of hospital training for the nurses of that institution from one and a half to two years. It is already admitted that the alteration is likely to be attended with beneficial results. Of course it involved the Society in increased expenditure, but the authorities of the Royal Victoria Hospital came to the rescue with a grant, and the receipts from the private nursing have this year touched the highest point in the history of the home, the loss on the year's work being reduced from ?600 to ?200. When the new Royal Victoria Hospital is in existence, its nursing will be carried out in the hospital, but the Society will then have to meet the ever-increasing demand for private nurses in Belfast. If they go on as they have been doing lately, they will soon be entirely out of debt, and there is every reason to suppose that the work will continue to obtain a substantial and increasing amount of support from the public.
'TSeEcTl9oa' " THE HOSPITAL" NURSING MIRROR. Simultaneously with this announcement comes another which is equally welcome. London is to have the desire of its heart, to welcome " Bobs," and the illustrious victor, accompanied by the Prince of Wales, will repair to St. Paul's for a thanksgiving service on January 3. All details as to route and time have yet to be arranged, but it is confidently believed that the march will be made the occasion of a military display, and it is quite certain it will be an opportunity for the man in the street to give vent to his enthusiasm, which will be eagerly seized.
It is strange that just as we are about to celebrate the home-coming of one famous soldier we should have suffered the loss of some of the most valued relics of a famous sailor.
I daresay the fact that a splendid collection of Nelson relics were to be seen in Greenwich Hospital, and were the property of the nation, is unknown to many Londoners, unless they happen to live in the locality ; but even these will be moved to indignation and regret that such priceless possessions as the watch and seal worn by Lord Nelson, the various medals given to the celebrated commander, and the bullet which killed him, should have been made away with. The difficulty of discovering an adequate motive for such a robbery?for it would be almost impossible to dispose of such well-known treasures till at least a number of years had elapsed?has given rise to the rumour that three suspicious Frenchmen were seen to be hovering about on Friday and Saturday, and that they have now disappeared. It is quite probable that the Frenchmen are not the culprits, but in the absence of any direct statement from the police or the Greenwich Hospital authorities, it is natural to attribute the outrage to a foreign political agency.
The announcement that the Duke of Westminster is engaged to be married to Miss Shelagh Cornwallis West is unusually interesting, not only because the prospective bridegroom bears such an honoured name, and has so lately returned from the front, but also because it is such a short time since the prospective bride's brother was united to Lady ltandolph Churchill. Miss West is a great beauty, like her sister, Princess Henry of Pless, and she has lately been staying with her grandmother, Lady Olivia Fitzpatrick, at The Warren, near Chester. This gave the young couple the opportunity of meeting, and apparently an old story was enacted again, for, like Desdemona, " she loved him for the dangers he had passed." But the Duke and Miss West have known each other since they were children, and their engagement is a direct refutation of the idea that old friends seldom marry. In the Grosvenor family in particular the men are evidently especially attracted by those whom they have known for years, and whose truth and sterling good qualities they have had opportunities of proving for themselves.
The late Duke of Westminster married for his second wife a lady whom he had known when she was in the schoolroom, and whom he had seen develop year by year; and now his grandson follows in his steps. The late Duke's marriage, it is well known, was a particularly happy one. May the present Duke be equally fortunate !
Often it falls to the lot of nurses who are connected with public institutions to take part in a bazaar, a fete, or some similar function designed to assist the funds of the establishment where they work. The regular stalls are generally easily organised, but it is difficult to arrange for anything new in the way of a side show.
The Art Gallery, consisting of genuine pictures or of a comical travesty of the real thing ; the Curiosity Show, the Palmistry Tent, or the Waxwork groups are all well known ; but the Nail-driving Competition is, I think, somewhat of a novelty, and decidedly it is cheeringly remunerative to the gentleman in charge. All that is required is a small room or a space curtained off a large hall, a piece of thick wood?or two if many ladies and children are likely to compete?a firm block or table upon which to place the wood, a hammer, and some long, strong nails. The object of the contest is to find who can drive the nail the farthest into the wood.
The nail may be held whilst the first tap is given, as it is supposed only to settle it sufficiently to cause it to stand alone, but the next two blows must be dealt without the hand touching the nail. Thus, three strokes in all may be struck. A little piece of cardboard bearing the name of the person is run on to each nail before it is handed to the competitor, and it is better to keep the ladies' attempts and gentlemen's distinct, as naturally a woman is at a disadvantage when competing with a man, in matters requiring strength and practice. Rules in Regard to Correspondence for this Section.?All questioners must use a pseudonym for publication, but the communication must also bear the writer's own name and address as well, which will be regarded as confidential. All such communications to be addressed "Travel Editor, 'Nursing Mirror,' 28 Southampton Street, Strand." No charge will be made for inserting and answering questions in the inquiry column, and all will be answered in rotation as space permits. If an answer by letter is required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed, together with 2s. 6d., which fee will be devoted to the objects of the "'Hospital' Convalescent Fund." Anv inquiries reaching the office after Monday cannot be answered iu " Tte 
